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Economy at a Glance 
Unemployment Trends 

Gainesville MSA unemployment was 3.1% 

in April 2018 

 Gainesville MSA not seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate was 3.1% in April 2018, 

down 0.3% from the March 2018 rate. 

 Florida’s seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate was 3.4% in April 2018, 

unchanged from the March 2018 rate. 

 The U.S. seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate was 3.9% in April 2018. 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic, U.S., Florida and Gainesville MSA Unemployment Rates, (Seasonally 

Adjusted) January 2000– April 2018. Gainesville MSA includes Alachua and Gilchrist County. 

Unemployment Rates by Geography  

Taxable Sales by Major Category, Feb 2018 over Feb 2017 
Taxable Sales 

Taxable sales data is popularly used as one 

indicator of regional economic activity  

 Data is derived from sales tax return 

remitted to the state Department of 

Revenue each month. It is estimated that 

taxable sales comprise 40-45% of all retail 

sales 

 Sales tax is levied on sales of goods, but not 

services, although there are some taxable 

services.  

 Major categories of exempt sales are: Food 

not prepared for immediate consumption, 

medical and legal services, residential 

utilities, items purchased for resale, 

intangible personal property, and rentals 

over six months.  

Source: Office of Economic & Demographic Research, Taxable Sales & Index of Regional Economic Activity, February  2018. Preliminary  

Data Released 4/5/2018. Gainesville MSA includes Alachua and Gilchrist County. 
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Employment Gain & Losses by Major Industries                                                     

April 2018 over April 2017 

Gainesville MSA Industry Trends 

5 out of 10 major industries posted over-the-

year gains in April 2018 in Gainesville MSA. 

 Gainesville MSA total nonfarm 

employment posted over-the-year gain of 

1.5%. 

 Losses were seen in:  Manufacturing          

(-2.2%); and, Trade, Transportation, & 

Utilities (-0.5%). 

 Gaines were seen in: Mining, Logging, & 

Construction (1.8%);                                   

Professional & Business Services (8.6%);  

Education & Health Services (2.0%); Other 

Services (2.3%); and, Government (0.9%).   

Employment by Major Industries January 2000 to April 2018 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic, Gainesville MSA. Preliminary data for April 2018. Gainesville MSA in-

cludes Alachua and Gilchrist County. 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic,. Number of jobs, in thousands, not seasonally adjusted. Gainesville MS A,  January 2000– April 

2018. Gainesville MSA includes Alachua and Gilchrist County. 
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Nonfarm Employment Distribution by Industry 

Employment Base  

Gainesville MSA employment base 

relative to national and state 

benchmarks 

 Statistics provided by the U.S. 

Department of Labor show 

employment in the Gainesville MSA, 

Florida, and U.S. by industry sector.  

 Gainesville MSA job base is 

concentrated in Government (including 

local, state, and federal), Education & 

Health Services, Trade, Transportation 

& Utilities, and Leisure & Hospitality.  

 

 

Nonfarm Employment Numbers as of         

April 2018 

 Mining, Logging & Construction: 5,600 

 Manufacturing: 4,500 

 Trade, Transportation, & Utilities 20,700 

 Information: 1,500 

 Financial Activities: 7,100 

 Professional & Business Services: 15,200 

 Education and Health Services: 25,800 

 Leisure & Hospitality: 15,700 

 Other Services: 4,500 

 Government: 45,500 

 - Local: 10,500 

 - State: 30,500 

 - Federal: 4,500  

Employment Distribution by Geography 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic and Department of Economic Opportunities. Preliminary not seasonally adju sted 

figures as of April 2018. Gainesville MSA includes Alachua and Gilchrist County. NOTE: Items may not add to totals or compute to displayed 

percentages due to rounding. 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistic. Preliminary not seasonally adjusted figures as of April 2018. Gainesvill e MSA includes 

Alachua and Gilchrist County. NOTE: Items may not add to totals or compute to displayed percentages due to rounding. 
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Unemployment in FL Counties/Cities 

County Unemployment 

Rate  

1. Sumter 4.9% 

2. Hendry, Citrus 4.7% 

3. Putnam 4.6% 

4. Highlands, Gadsden  4.3% 

5. Miami-Dade, Hardee, Hernando 4.2% 

6.  St. Lucie, Hamilton, Marion 4.1% 

7. Indian River  4.0% 

8. Calhoun 3.9% 

9. Liberty, Dixie, Holmes 3.8% 

10. Glades, Polk, Flagler, Madison, Taylor, Charlotte 3.7% 

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program, in cooperation with the 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Labor Market Statistics. Preliminary data for April 2018. Figures not seasonally-

adjusted. Data Released 5/18/2018. 

 In April 2018, Okaloosa and St. Johns 

County had the state’s lowest 

unemployment rate (2.7%);  followed by 

Monroe, Walton, Franklin (2.8%); 

Wakulla (2.9%); Seminole, Orange, 

Nassau, Union, Baker, Alachua (3.0%); 

and, Pinellas, Collier, Sarasota, Manatee. 

Lafayette, Clay, Bradford, Santa Rosa, 

Hillsborough (3.1%). 

 In April 2018, Sumter County had the 

highest unemployment rate (4.9%) in 

Florida, followed by Hendry, Citrus 

(4.7%); Putnam (4.6%); Highlands, 

Gadsden (4.3%); and, Miami-Dade, 

Hardee, Hernando (4.2%).  

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program, in cooperation with the 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Labor Market Statistics. Preliminary data for April 2018. Figures not seasonally-

adjusted. Data Released  5/18/2018. 

 Metro Area Unemployment 

Rate  

1. The Villages MSA         4.9% 

2. Homosassa Springs MSA 4.7% 

3. Sebring MSA 4.3% 

4. Miami-Miami Beach-Kendall MD 4.2% 

5. Ocala MSA  4.1% 

6. Sebastian-Vero Beach MSA 4.0% 

7. Port St. Lucie MSA 3.8% 

8. Lakeland-Winter Haven MSA  3.7% 

8. Punta Gorda MSA  3.7% 

9. Deltona-Daytona Beach-Ormond Beach MSA  3.5% 

10. Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville MSA 3.4% 

 In April 2018, the Crestview-Ft. Walton 

Beach-Destin MSA had the state’s lowest 

unemployment rate (2.7%), followed by 

Gainesville MSA; Orlando-Kissimmee-

Sanford MSA; Naples-Immokalee-Marco 

Island MSA; North Port-Sarasota-

Bradenton MSA (3.1%); Cape Coral-Fort 

Myers MSA; Jacksonville MSA; Fort 

Lauderdale-Pompano Beach-Deerfield 

Beach MD; Tampa-St. Petersburg-

Clearwater MSA; Tallahassee MSA (3.2%); 

and, Panama City (3.3%). 

 In April 2018, The Villages had the highest 

unemployment rate in Florida (4.9%), 

followed by Homosassa Springs MSA 

(4.7%);  Sebring MSA (4.3%); Miami-

Miami Beach-Kendall MD (4.2%); and,  

Ocala MSA (4.1%). 



5 

Cost of Living 

The ACCRA Cost of Living Index is a measure of living cost differences among urban areas in the US compiled by the Council 

for Community and Economic Research.  

The index measures regional differences in the cost of consumer goods and services, excluding taxes and non-consumer 

expenditures, for professional and managerial households in the top income quintile. The index is widely used by 

economists, researchers and corporations to measure relative cost of living, and compares the price of goods and services 

among areas that participate in their surveys.   

The average for all participating places, both metropolitan and nonmetropolitan, equals 100, and each participant’s index is 

read as a percentage of the average for all places. The average for all participating places equals 100, and each participant's 

index is read as a percentage of the average for all places. 

Categories of Consumer Expenditures 
 

The 2017 Annual Average ACCRA composite index is 

based on six components indexes: 

 

 Grocery Items     13.61% 

 Housing      27.59% 

 Utilities                 10.06% 

 Transportation       9.59% 

 Health Care        4.00% 

 Miscellaneous Good & Services     35.15% 

Cost of Living by Florida MSAs Cost of Living by Peer MSAs 

Gainesville MSA Cost of Living by Categories  

Source: C2ER, ACCRA Cost of Living Index, 2017 Annual Average. Includes every city reported for FL. Source: C2ER, ACCRA Cost of Living Index, 2017 Annual Average.  

Source: C2ER, ACCRA Cost of Living Index, 2017 Annual Average Index.  
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Housing 

The Gainesville MSA Median Sales Price 

of Existing Single-Family was $222,800 in 

1st quarter of 2018 

 Inventory levels hovering at all-time lows 

weighed down home sales and fueled 

faster price appreciation during the first 

three months of the year, according to the 

latest quarterly report by the National 

Association of Realtors. 

 Gainesville MSA median price had      

22.2% annual increase compared to the 

1st quarter of 2017.  

 Next quarterly Metropolitan Median Area 

Prices report release will be August 8, 

2018. 

About This Publication 
Alachua County Economic Indicators is a 

monthly web publication prepared by the 

Alachua County Manager’s Office.  

This report provides a snapshot of recent 

changes in the economy of the Gainesville 

Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). The MSA 

is comprised by Alachua County and Gilchrist County. 

The report draws on official statistics that have been released during 

the last month. The data published in this publication was gathered 

from several sources such as: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, National 

Association of Realtors, Council for Community & Economic Research 

(C2ER), Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO), and 

Office of Economic & Demographic Research. 

Every effort has been made to present all the information accurately 

as of the date of publication , however, no liability is accepted for any 

inclusions or omissions from the publication. Data may not match 

previously published numbers due to data revisions. 

To subscribe to the Alachua County Economic Indicators distribution 

list, please send an email to: econdev@alachuacounty.us.  

Alachua County  

12 SE 1st Street, Gainesville, FL 32601 

352-372-5204 

www.alachuacounty.us 

Gainesville MSA  Median Sales Price of Existing Single-

Family Home  

Gainesville MSA Median Sales Price of Existing Single-Family 

Home by FL Metro Areas  

Source: National Association of Realtors (NAR). Q4 2017 Data. Q2 2018 metro date will be released August 8, 2018  

*All areas are metropolitan statistical areas (MSA) as defined by the US Office of Management and Budget as of 2004.  

Source: National Association of Realtors (NAR). Q1 2018 Data. Q1 2018 metro date will be released August 8, 2018.  

*All areas are metropolitan statistical areas (MSA) as defined by the US Office of Management and Budget as of 2004.  

http://www.alachuacounty.us/Depts/Manager/Pages/Manager.aspx
http://www.bls.gov
http://www.realtor.org
http://www.realtor.org
https://www.c2er.org
https://www.c2er.org
http://www.floridajobs.org
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/
mailto:econdev@alachuacounty.us?subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20economic%20indicators%20distribution%20list
http://www.alachuacounty.us
http://www.alachuacounty.us/

